LAURENT SAILLARD

September 2022

(Pouillé, Loire)

With Laurent Saillard in the village of Pouillé in Touraine.
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For years, Laurent Saillard has resisted buying additional vineyards, despite the demand for his
wines. Laurent Saillard prefers to farm his tiny seven hectares. He believes that is the maximum
surface that he can farm well with seasonal help during pruning and harvest months. So, when he
was offered to purchase grapes from a vigneron whom Laurent trusts, he jumped at the
opportunity. Julien Moreau of Domaine de Cambalu grows 15 hectares of vines organically in the
neighbouring village to Laurent Saillard. Julien Moreau has too much surface to vinify all the
wines himself and would prefer to sell his grapes to those vignerons whom he trusts. Laurent’s
first purchase was for the 2020 vintage. With the devastating frosts in 2021, Laurent Saillard lost
about 80% of his grapes. So. in 2021, Laurent Saillard also purchased some grapes from the
southern France, where the frost was negligible.
I first met Laurent Saillard in 2010 when I was visiting Noëlla Morantin, whose wines we also
import. And that is how I met Laurent. Laurent, then, was working for Noëlla in the vineyards
and cellar. In his youth, Laurent went to see the new world and eventually stayed in New York for
a number of years. Laurent, French native, missed his home land. Laurent already had met a few
vignerons while living in New York. So, Laurent decamped with his dog to the quiet countryside
of Touraine in the Loire, surrounded by nature, vines and vignerons. Laurent made his first
commercial wine in 2013.

LE GAMAY 2021
SKU: 422678
SPECULATIE
750ml
12 bottles/case
$29.29 Wholesale/ $38.00 Retail per bottle
This is a new wine for Laurent Saillard. Laurent lost the majority
of grapes in 2021 vintage due to the frost. Normally, the grapes
would have been for La Pause cuvée but Laurent decided to give
the cuvée a new name. There is so little of the Gamay grapes in
2021. The 2021 vintage gave very light-coloured Gamay. “This
new cuvée drinks well, light and tasty”, Laurent says when we
spoke on the phone this spring to catch-up on our lives. With 11%
alcohol, this Gamay is a vin de soif. Drink this beauty slightly
chilled.

LUCKY YOU! 2021
SPECULATIVE
SKU: +035499
750ml 12 bottles/case
$29.35 Wholesale/ $38.00 Retail per bottle
A deliciously uncommon blend of about 80% Sauvignon Blanc
and 20% Chardonnay. Again, a small production due to the frost
in 2021. Light and endlessly drinkable Sauvignon-based wines
from the Loire. What little the nature gave in 2021, the wine
turned out delicious and fresh. It is even more delicious with all
dishes that are vegetable-focused, fish, and especially cheeses.

(Note: Some labels are not current vintages and are shown for illustration purposes)
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BLANK 2020
SPECULATIVE
SKU: +163893
750ml 12 bottles/case
$35.59 Wholesale/ $46.00 Retail per bottle
This is the top wine for Laurent Saillard. From the old (~70 years)
Sauvignon Blanc vines. There are a few rows of these old vines
that are grown on limestone. Laurent decided to vinify those
few rows of old vines separately because they gave that is
singular and compelling. Classy. Elegant. Sauvignon of
uncommon depth. Éevage is in tronconic vats (big, upright
oak vats) for about eighteen months. Starting with the 2020
vintage, Laurent decided to age BLANK much longer to bring
out the complexity of the old vines.

Sauvignon Ugni Blanc 2021
SKU: 422689
SPECULATIVE
750ml 12 bottles/case
$29.29 Wholesale/ $38.00 Retail per bottle
A very delicious and unusual blend of Sauvignon Blanc with Ugni
Blanc. Richness of Ugni Blanc is tempered by the raciness of
Sauvignon Blanc. Sauvignon Blanc is purchased from the Loire;
Ugni Blanc is purchased from Vaucluse in the southern France.
Both purchases are from the vignerons that Laurent Saillard
trusts. Who knew Sauvignon Blanc dances so well with Ugni
Blanc? Delicious. Endlessly quaffable. Again, with the heavy frost
damage in 2021, this cuvée is from Laurent’s purchased grapes.

Grenache Syrah 2021

SKU: 422686
SPECULATIVE
750ml 12 bottles/case
$29.29 Wholesale/ $38.00 Retail per bottle
A hint of spices adds complexity to this wine. A blend of Grenache
and Syrah from the purchased grapes that are grown in the
southern France. Grenache is from Gard and Syrah is from
Vaucluse. Again, the purchases are from the vignerons that
Laurent Saillard trusts. The easy-going, sultry Grenache is
tempered by the seriousness of Syrah to bring out some structure.
Alcohol remains low at 12.5%, despite the grapes from the
southern France, making this wine a pleasure to drink. Best
served slightly chilled. Delicious right now. Tried to save some
bottles for the coming autumn months.
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ÇA SE DISCUTE 2021

SKU: 133262
SPECULATIVE
750ml
12 bottles/case
$29.29 Wholesale/ $38.00 Retail per bottle
This is 100% Pineau D’Aunis. Luminescent burgundy colour.
Floral with a hint of intriguing white pepper taste. This is made
in an easy drinking Vin de Soif style, where the maceration is
short to keep freshness. Alcohol barely tips at 11.5%. It is a
blend of Pineau D’Aunis and Pineau D’Aunis Teinturier. Each
strain ripens at different times. So, each strain is picked
separately and blended after fermentation. Élevage is in
neutral vats. It is bottled in the following spring after harvest.
Best slightly chilled. Pineau D’Aunis, once common in
Touraine, is a disappearing varietal but is making a comeback
thanks to the crazy vignerons and equally crazy Loire wine lovers like us. Please serve slightly
chilled, as Laurent Saillard does, to enhance the perfume and drinkability.

LA PAIRE 2021
SKU: 133267
SPECULATIVE
750ml
12 bottles/case
$29.29 Wholesale/ $38.00 Retail per bottle
This is an equal blend of Gamay and Grolleau. The two greatest
bistro-vin Loire varietals of all time. Grolleau is a thin-skin
varietal that gives light, low-alcohol, quaffable vin de soif that
recalls summer fruits with just a touch of tannins in its youth.
If you have drank a bottle of our Catherine et Pierre Breton
Grolleau, you already have a good feel for Grolleau. Gamay,
well, you already know. Blend the two varietals together and
Voilà. This is also non-filtered. This clocks in at 11.5% alcohol
and goes down easy. A lovely summer red to drink slightly
chilled.

UN ÉTÉ PARTAGÉ 2021
SKU: 133259
SPECULATIVE
750ml 12 bottles/case
$29.29 Wholesale/ $38.00 Retail per bottle
This is 100% Grolleau. Peony-like nose. Fragile and pretty
tannins. Grolleau gives a light-coloured wine that is meant to
drink young and cool. Un Été Partagé means a shared summer.
Perhaps, a nostalgic phrase that recalls summer outdoor parties
that stretch into late nights. Alcohol is often very low (11.5% for
this one), which is pleasurable at a dinner table. Grolleau used
to be abundant in Touraine in the 1930’s and 1940’s. Then, just
about all of Grolleau was ripped out in favour of other varietals
for commercial reasons. Un Été Partagé is from forty-year-old
vines from two different heirloom strains: Grolleau Noir and
Grolleau Gris. Loire wine history in a bottle. Best slightly chilled.
www.racinewineimports.ca
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