LE CLOS DU TUE-BOEUF

October 2022

(Les Montils, Loire)

With Thierry Puzelat at the Rouillon vineyard of Le Clos du Tue-Boeuf
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Thierry Puzelat purchased the land that surrounds his vineyards many years ago. The land came
with the forest. You can see a glimpse of the forest at the end of vines in the photo above. Thierry
has no intention of expanding his vineyard. With the purchased land, he wants to maintain
biodiversity in his vineyards for their health. The purchase of surrounding land also ensures there
are no future neighbouring vignerons, who may farm industrially. That is quite the investment
as the total vineyard surface of Le Clos du Tue-Boeuf is small.
Thierry Puzelat’s domain of Le Clos du Tue-Boeuf was one of the first vignerons, who agreed to
export to our province in 2010. Thierry spent some time in Montréal in his youth and his love for
Canada helped during my initial visit to his domain. Le Clos du Tue-Boeuf remains one of the
most important domains for me personally and emotionally. Le Clos du Tue-Boeuf wines were
the first Loire wines that I fell in love with. Through the years, I have visited Thierry Puzelat’s
domain several times. I will always be grateful to Thierry for taking a chance on a new importer
like me when I started the wine business.
So many of young vignerons in the Loire, and else where in France, have worked and trained with
Thierry Puzelat. Despite his recognition and demand, Thierry remains down to earth. Thierry and
his wife Cécile are also busy raising their two daughters. Their daughter Zoé is increasingly
involved in the domain. It will be a promising transition when the time comes.
TOURAINE ‘LE PETIT BUISSON’ 2021
SPECULATIVE SKU: 164010 750ml
12 bottles/case
$27.56 Wholesale / $36.00 Retail per bottle
100% Sauvignon Blanc. Crunchy. Minerally. Imitable deliciousness
of Sauvignon Blanc from the Loire. What little the nature gave in
2021, it produced very crunchy and delicious Sauvignon Blanc. Le
Petit Buisson translates to ‘Little Bush’ and the name of this cuvée
refers to the tiny 1.5-hectare parcel, which has flinty clay with
limestone bedrock. Direct pressed juice is fermented with ambient
yeasts - like all of Thierry Puzelat wines. Élevage in neutral
Burgundy barrels for about six months prior to bottling.
(Note: The labels may reflect current vintages and are shown are illustration purposes only)
CHEVERNY ‘LA CAILLÈRE’ 2020
SPECULATIVE SKU: 257055 750ml
12 bottles/case
$39.75 Wholesale / $51.00 Retail per bottle
Fresh. Floral. Pretty. Exuberant summer fruits with some spices.
An unusual and delicious blend. La Caillère is predominately
Pinot Noir with a dash of Pinot Gris. Thierry Puzelat told me
during one my visits to the domain that he was taken back when
he tasted a red from the Burgundy vigneron Dominique Derain,
who always added a dash of Pinot Gris to his red Burgundies. Since
Thierry already have a few rows of Pinot Gris on his vineyard, he
decided to add some to La Caillère. From the 1.3 hectare parcel
that has flinty clay. The élevage is about a year in neutral
Burgundy barrels (225 Litre) and demi-muids (500 Litre).
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LE BRIN DE CHÈVRE 2020
SPECULATIVE SKU: 279866 750ml
12 bottles/case
$39.75 Wholesale / $51.00 Retail per bottle
This is the first time we received Le Brin de Chèvre. It is made
from 100% Menu Pineau, which is a disappearing white
varietal in the Loire. It is a risky varietal to grow because it
ripens very late. With the temperatures getting warmer even in
the Loire, Manu Pineau is making a stride. How can I describe
Menu Pineau? Well, it is like a blend of Chardonnay with some
Sauvignon Blanc and Menu Pineau ages well. Smell of oak on
initial opening and opens up to crunchy and minerally taste
with beautiful acidity. The vines come from two parcels that
were planted in 1937 and 1950 with smatterings of recent plantings in the last twenty years.
Élevage is in demi-muids and Burgundy barrels for about a year. A Loire wine history in a bottle
from one of the greatest vignerons.
GRENACHE 2021
SPECULATIVE SKU: 279860 750ml
12 bottles/case
$29.42 Wholesale / $38.00 Retail per bottle
Thierry Puzelat lost about 90% of his grapes in 2021 due to the
frost. So, he purchased some Grenache from his friend
vigneron in the Massif des Albères area of Roussillon – the
area known for Grenache. This wine is vinified at Le Clos du
Tue-Boeuf. Élevage is in neutral demi-muids for about eight
months. Beautiful lush texture of Grenache shining through.
A hint of spices makes this wine compelling. Despite the
Grenache from Roussillon, this wine is light on its feet – a
trademark of Thierry Puzelat wines. This wine goes down
easy. Best served slightly chilled. If you like our Domaine les Deux Terres ‘Vin Nu’, also 100%
Grenache, you will likely love this wine.
PINEAU D’AUNIS 2021
SPECULATIVE SKU: 558148 750ml
12 bottles/case
$33.66 Wholesale / $43.00 Retail per bottle
Light. 0% body and 100% heart. Perfume of white pepper
wrapped in bed of roses. Pineau D’Aunis is a disappearing
varietal in the Loire. Widely planted in the Loire in the last
century, only a few hectares of Pineau D’Aunis now remain.
Pineau D’Aunis is very difficult to cultivate. Yields swing
widely at its own discretion. Not the most commercially
reliable varietal. For the artisan vignerons though, Pineau
D’Aunis tugs at their heart. It is so pretty and drinkable.
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CHEVERNY 2021
SPECULATIVE SKU: 202572 750ml
12 bottles/case
$35.89 Wholesale / $47.00 Retail per bottle
Usually, there would be various single bottlings of Cheverny,
such as Rouillon and La Caillère but the frost in 2021 resulted
in a small yield. So, Thierry blended the various vineyards and
made this single Cheverny. What little the nature gave in 2021,
the results are tasty. Beautiful and light - recalling summer
fruits. It is a blend of about 95% Pinot Noir and 5% Gamay. Best
slightly chilled. Cheverny is certainly one of the prettiest and
elegant wines of the Loire.
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